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WE ARE A TITLE | SCHOOL. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?

Title | is a federal program that provides money to schools and districts to help us make sure all children have equal
access to high-quality education, and to meet our state’s educational standards. Title | status is based on the number of
students in our school from low income families. Our school is a schoolwide Title | program, which means all our
students are able to benefit from the services we provide with our Title | funding.

We are required to use Title | funding to improve the educational achievement of all students and engage our families in
that process. School staff members work, with input from parents and the community, to develop a School
Improvement Plan. The purpose of this plan is to improve our school’s entire educational program.

WHAT ARE YOUR RIGHTS AS A FAMILY MEMBER IN A TITLE | SCHOOL?

We look forward to your involvement in school activities and your child’s education. You will receive information
throughout the school year to keep you informed about your child’s educational progress and the progress the school is
making toward helping all children meet high educational standards. You will receive invitations to discuss and give input
on our School Improvement Plan and family engagement activities. You can find our School Improvement Plan and our
Family Involvement Plan on our website.
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ATATITLE | SCHOOL, YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO:

e Request information about the qualifications of your child’s teacher(s) or paraprofessional(s)
Know how your child’s school is rated on its state test scores
Know any rules for student participation in mandated assessments
Expect regular communication with your school in your chosen language
Work with other families and staff to develop a compact between our school and our families
Help plan how money for family involvement should be spent
Work with teachers, other families, and the school principal to develop a family involvement plan
Ask for a meeting with your school principal or your child’s teacher at any time
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Requesting information about qualifications of a teacher/paraprofessional:
Our staff are committed to helping your child develop the social, educational, and critical thinking he or she needs to
succeed in school and beyond. Our commitment includes making sure that all of our teachers and paraprofessionals are
extremely skilled. You have the right to request information about the professional qualifications of your child’s
teacher(s) or paraprofessional(s). Please send requests to staffing@mpls.k12.mn.us. A paraprofessional provides
academic or other support for students under the direct supervision of a teacher. If you request this information, the
district or school will provide you with the following information:
o If the teacher has met State certification and licensing requirements for the grade levels and subjects for which
the teacher provides instruction
e If State certification and licensing requirements have been waived (is not being required at this time) for the
teacher, under emergency or other temporary status
e If the teacher is teaching in the field for which they are certified or licensed
o If the teacher has met State-approved or State-recognized certification, licensing, registration, or other
comparable requirements. These requirements apply to the professional discipline in which the teacher is
working and may include providing English language instruction to English learners, special education or related
services to students with disabilities, or both
e If your child is receiving Title | or Special Education services from paraprofessionals, his or her qualifications.



mailto:staffing@mpls.k12.mn.us
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WHY DO WE TEST STUDENTS?

We test (also called assess) students to answer key questions such as:
e Are students learning what we intend for them to be learning?
e Are all students improving and being appropriately challenged?

We will not increase student learning by just testing students. The impact of testing students comes in how our teachers
use student test results (also called data). Test data is used as part of a reflection about our systems and practices at the
classroom level, school level, and district level.
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I' WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF TESTS WE USE AT MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS?

1. State accountability assessments are used with all students to determine if
students are meeting grade level standards and to monitor systems at a school, district, state,
and federal level.

2. Universal Screeners are used with all students to determine which students are on track for
their grade level and making growth. It can also be used to monitor strategies at a school
and district level.

3. Summative Classroom Assessments are used with all students to determine if students
mastered the skill, learning target, and/or standard that the teacher was targeting. (For
example, in class tests, end of chapter tests, etc.)

4. Diagnostic Assessments are used with some students who are low performing and students
who are not showing growth to identify which particular skills those students need support
with.

5. Progress Monitoring Assessments are used with some students who are receiving targeted
interventions on a regular (weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly) basis to determine if the student is
making enough progress as the result of a skill-based intervention. (For example, help with
reading.)

6. Formative Classroom Assessments are used with all students on a daily basis to reflect on
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WHICH TESTS ARE REQUIRED BY THE STATE AND DISTRICT?

State required tests: Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA) or Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) (3-8,
High School), ACCESS or Alternate ACCESS (for English Learners only), and ACT for All (Grade 10).

District required tests: FAST for K-8 and MAP for Grade 9, Common Language Assessments for English Learners and the
CogAT assessment for all students in Grade 2 and students referred in Grades K, 1, 3, and 4. More information on these
assessments can be found in the next section, “Minneapolis Public Schools Assessment Calendar 2018-2019.”

CAN WE SAY ‘NO’ TO TESTING?

Families have the right to decline student participation in state and district testing. Families need to request an Opt Out
form from their school, fill it out saying which state or district test they do not want their student to take, and return it
to school. Forms must be filled out yearly. For more information on saying “no” to testing, please see page 7 for
guidance provided by the Minnesota Department of Education.
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MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 2019-2020

MINNEAPOLIS
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Urban Education. Global Citizens

Assessment

Required By

Time

Test Dates

Grade Level

(estimated) 5 6 7 10 | 11 | 12
C L MPS - .
B - 30-40 minutes Complete by Oct. 8, 2019
Assessment Multilingual ’
Kindergarten Literacy MPS -
(FAST 10 minutes Aug. 26 - Sept. 27, 2019
Assessments

earlyReading)

Kindergarten Math

MPS - Teaching

15-20 minutes

Aug. 26 - Sept. 27, 2019

earlyReading)

3 (Com) & Learning
w | FASTe (aReading & MPS - .
aMath) . 15 - 30 minutes each Sept. 10 - Oct. 4, 2019
MAPe (Reading & MPS - .
Math) . 45 minutes each Sept. 10 - Oct. 4, 2019
ivics Exam - .
Civics x.am State of 50 questions; No Opt- .
Graduation . . Ongoing
. Minnesota Out Option
Requirement
G2 Screener: 1
MPS - Teachi
CogAT S-Teaching |\ 1/ 1,3, 4 Full Test: | Oct. 21 - Nov. 8, 2019
& Learning
3 hours
Common Language MPS - . Complete by Jan. 21,
30-40 t
Assessment Multilingual minutes 2019
FASTe (aReading & MPS - 15-30 minutes each Dec. 9 - Jan. 16, 2020
aMath) Assessments
(- i -
w L0 il e il 45 minutes each Dec. 9 - Jan. 16, 2020
E Only) Assessments
§ Kindergarten Literacy MPS -
(FAST 10 minutes Dec. 9 - Jan. 16, 2020
Assessments

Kindergarten Math

MPS - Teaching

15-25 minutes

Dec. 9 - Jan. 16, 2020

(com) & Learning
Listening: 40 minutes.
ACCESS/Alternate State of Reading: 35 minutes.
ACCESS for ELLs Minnesota Speaking: 30 minutes. TRl o7/ S WVIEIE ) 242 0Py

Writing: 50-65 minutes



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hj82ZYQFKHseYPEeCcuurq4j00r6N8iaErhnxo9aSEc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nmIEj4yc6cjUQj4Lpme-W7d1pi2zXbbdmzSIiH1ZcwU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Uo1Q7vuO8vpNoYqLidp0M9kbRVhw5DLrqxpQvAyVaec/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16SOPBJH1Dxy__z1vftrZ87STmHrmNaeFEg6Mwb8Wrbc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EIPVmrhfq91jVb8cCPIl_x20pTqTZB2QNVmHDy4cjAA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1stQxDh-JA-ot8MJOXS_hbD4Kkptt-P_S5h8yi-7mbs8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YNRyWPtzmsB0OF7f-Vl4JUFP5nyhfdsiEo0txMy1XQE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z7WF2OWfMJxgpThzh_iNLcVc77gUpM9Cqec6rvQIMC0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1X6inDREwZMBQ3IHoitzie9-GO3HHjm6vaMMcRHRBhy8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wH3UooMNDeU_xjWp3fbHzXNfMTmZOgH9C0IZjSdE84g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GjPcpAmh-rTHeCiPPhYw5e0sl_t6JMXVwc3MyqYVOOA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O55zDWLyyhWWNQjZopokLzRCL3S9OaaAHnUneuHTVt0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AbyknOXDiFBaW8R221WQ6403hw7rzlKbZtpemFCeftI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.93mpe5ade4cb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.93mpe5ade4cb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.bcwjcsok62qz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.bcwjcsok62qz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.fdrez15fwjki
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.fdrez15fwjki
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.t2cjkhdxk44y
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.t2cjkhdxk44y
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.t2cjkhdxk44y
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.akjovng3radi
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.93mpe5ade4cb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.93mpe5ade4cb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.fdrez15fwjki
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.fdrez15fwjki
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.bcwjcsok62qz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.bcwjcsok62qz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.iqev1xvqx5ho
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.iqev1xvqx5ho
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MCA Math o state of 1.5-3 hours March 2 - May 1, 2019
Minnesota
. State of
MCA Reading e . 2.5-3.5 hours March 2 - May 1, 2019
Minnesota
f
MCA Science o * State o 1.5-3 hours March 2 - May 8, 2019
Minnesota
State of .
MTAS Math (Spec Ed) . 30-60 minutes March 2 - May 1, 2019
Minnesota
MTAS Reading (Spec St?te of 45-90 minutes March 2 - May 1, 2019
Ed) Minnesota
MTAS Science (Spec State of .
Ed) ** Minnesota 30-60 minutes March 2 - May 1, 2019
(not included in MN
o PS - Col
2 | ACT with Writing Exam ('\:/;rzerco a6 Statute testing time May 24, 2020
g limitations)
Common Language MPS - . Complete by May 12,
Assessment Multilingual 30-40 minutes 2019
Kindergarten Literacy MPS - . .
1 28 - 22,202
(FAST earlyReading) Assessments 0 minutes il ieeenet
Kindergarten Math MPS - Teaching . .
15-2 28 - 22,202
(COM) 2 T 5-25 minutes April 28 - May 22, 2020
FASTe (aReading & MPS - . .
15- 28 - 22,202
aMath) J—. 5-30 minutes each April 28 - May 22, 2020
MAPe (Reading & MPS - . .
Math) Y 45 minutes each April 28 - May 22, 2020
Grade 8 Physical MPS - Teaching ngeral: >0
. . minutes ELL: 90
Science & Learning .
minutes
*This list and calendar reflects only District/State assessments. Community-based organizations and researchers (based on Principal approval, by school) may have other assessments/survey*
,_.__________________________________________\
Key \
[ . . o
| . = testing at this grade is required. ® Online, computer format. Alternate ACCESS (grades 1-12), |
I Kindergarten and students with accommodations may be able to I
I = testing at this grade is the school’s choice, except when required by School Improvement test on paper. I
Plan, ifi t, luation. . . . -
I aft, SPECHC grant, of program evatdation * High School MCA Science will be administered to all students |
) . i completing Life Science credit (grades 9-12).
| . = CogAT is required for any student in grades K, 1, 3, & 4 who have been referred for |
advanced learner identification screening ** For grades 9-12, the Science MTAS is given when the life science
| ' : . . |
standard is met. The IEP team determines the most appropriate 4
\ ’ = testing is required for any student who has been identified as an English Language Learner  Year for a high school student to take the Science MTAS. !

7/


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.u0zeldkxogrg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.u0zeldkxogrg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.u0zeldkxogrg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.xmb6ngkptx2l
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.xmb6ngkptx2l
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.xmb6ngkptx2l
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.ky9q7kfdr9pu
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.93mpe5ade4cb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.93mpe5ade4cb
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.bcwjcsok62qz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.bcwjcsok62qz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.yzxrgo19zqgn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.fdrez15fwjki
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.fdrez15fwjki
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.qxkdduxxgo65
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ajSsuxe3j6HKEcM_o_FRAo1EQtTrZLAZbwB8cXuRG14/edit?ts=5d40a485#bookmark=id.qxkdduxxgo65
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Assessment i ;
Description & Purpose Format More Information
Name
ACCESS f
CCESS for ACCESS for ELLs test items are written from the model performance indicators of WIDA's five .
ElLs English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards: Social & Instructional Language, Language of Online, or paper
/Alternate & guag Iy it 3 . guage, Language based ACCESS Parent Fact Sheet (8/2017)
Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies and test forms are divided into five .
ACCESS for . accommodations
ELLs grade level clusters (testing grades 1-12).
On May 7, 2018, Citywide Student Government voted to move the ACT for All to April 24, For questions on the ACT, please
ACT for All 2019, with no make-up date. Contact James Bierma
James.Bierma@mpls.k12.mn.us
Beginning with students enrolled in 9th grade in school year 2017-18, all students must take The test may be
Civics Exam and pass a civics exam before graduating. Passing is 30+ out of 50 questions correct. Students | translated into MN Department of Education
cannot be prevented from graduating, if they do not pass the test. The civics exam connects other languages for
to a broad set of social studies standards. EL students.
Online, or paper . .
! ? hr R
CogAT All second graders and students referred for screening in grades K, 1, 3 and 4. based ngst.lons contact Christina Ramsey
. Christina.Ramsey@mpls.k12.mn.us
accommodations
com Concepts of Math (COM) is a Teaching & Learning Math assessment for Kindergarten used to Questions? Contact Marium Toure
drive instruction. Marium.Toure@mpls.k12.mn.us
. - . . . . Readi Math:
FAST will be used as district-wide universal screener for all students in K-8 in order to assess 2nﬁi2|2§j aMat
students’ broad reading and math skills. The FAST earlyReading assessment will be given to ) FAST Assessments in Minneapolis
FAST . . . . . adaptive. .
Kindergarten students and the aReading and aMath assessments will be given to students in . Public Schools
earlyReading: 1:1
grades 1-8. .
admin
MCA measures the success of instruction, based on the Minnesota Academic Standards. Online, or paper
Results can be used to see if students are mastering key content knowledge and attaining the | based MDE/Students and Families/Statewide
MCA . . . - . .
skills necessary for future success in education and the workforce. *Reading and Math are accommodations. Testing
adaptive tests. Science is linear (same test for each student).



http://rea.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/access_parent_fact_sheet_082017.pdf
mailto:James.Bierma@mpls.k12.mn.us
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/stds/soc/MDE070267
mailto:Marium.Toure@mpls.k12.mn.us
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gRIEZgXWjCTyXmbXkF6OfT3dYjZhGBk92MmgS_3fcao/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gRIEZgXWjCTyXmbXkF6OfT3dYjZhGBk92MmgS_3fcao/edit
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/fam/tests/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/fam/tests/
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MTAS is a performance-based assessment in reading, mathematics and science for students .
e .\ R . MTAS (scroll to middle of page) MTAS

MTAS with significant cognitive disabilities. It is the alternate assessment to the MCA, and has Paper Parent Fact Sheet (08/2017)

substantial reductions in the complexity of the academic content standards.
MAP MAP Reading and Math will be used as district-wide universal screening assessments for Online and

students in grade 9. adaptive.
Grad.e 8 . Questions? Contact Jenn Rose
Physical Online L

. jennifer.rose@mpls.k12.mn.us.

Science



http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/fam/tests/
http://rea.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/mtas_parent_fact_sheet_082017.pdf
http://rea.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/mtas_parent_fact_sheet_082017.pdf
http://rea.mpls.k12.mn.us/uploads/mtas_parent_fact_sheet_082017.pdf
mailto:jennifer.rose@mpls.k12.mn.us
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Parent/Guardian Guide and Refusal for Student

FYY) QEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION Participation in Statewide Testing

This information will help parents/guardians make informed decisions that benefit their children, schools, and communities.

Why statewide testing?

Minnesota values its educational system and the professionalism of its educators. Minnesota educators created the academic
standards which are rigorous and prepare our students for career and college.

The statewide assessments are how we as a state measure that curriculum and daily instruction in our schools are being aligned to
the academics standards, ensuring all students are being provided an equitable education. Statewide assessment results are just one|
tool to monitor that we are providing our students with the education that will ensure a strong workforce and knowledgeable
citizens.

Why does participation matter?

A statewide assessment is just one measure of your student’s achievement, but your student’s participation is important to
understand how effectively the education at your student’s school is aligned to the academic standards.

* In Minnesota’s implementation of the federal Every Student Succeads Act, a student not participating in the statewide
assessments will not receive an individual score and for the purpose of school and district accountability calculations,
including opportunities for support and recognition, will not be considered “proficient.”

e Students who receive a college-ready score on the high school MCA are not required to take a remedial, noncredit course
at a Minnesota State college or university in the corresponding subject area, potentially saving the student time and
money.

Educators and policy makers use information from assessments to make decisions about resources and support provided.
Parents and the general public use assessment information to compare schools and make decisions about where to
purchase a home or to enroll their children.

e School performance results that are publicly released and used by families and communities, are negatively impacted if
students do not participate in assessments.

e English learners not taking ACCESS or Alternate ACCESS for ELLs will not receive a score to meet English learner program
exiting criteria.

Academic Standards and Assessments
What are academic standards?

The Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards are the statewide expectations for student academic achievement. They identify the
knowledge and skills that all students must achieve in a content area and are organized by grade level. School districts
determine how students will meet the standards by developing courses and curriculum aligned to the academic standards.

What is the relationship between academic statewide assessments and the academic standards?

The statewide assessments in mathematics, reading, and science are used to measure whether students, and their school and
district, are meeting the academic standards. Statewide assessments are one measure of how well students are doing on the
content that is part of their daily instruction. It is also a measure of how well schools and districts are doing in aligning their
curriculum and teaching the standards.

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) and
Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS)

ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for English Learners

® Based on the WIDA English Language Development

* Majority of students take the MCA.

* MTAS is an option for students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities.

e Based on the Minnesota Academic Standards; given Standards.
annually in grades 3-8 and high school in reading and ¢ Given annually to English learners in grades K-12 in reading,
mathematics; given annually in grades 5, 8, and high school writing, listening, and speaking.
for science. * Majority of English learners take ACCESS for ELLs.

e Alternate ACCESS for ELLs is an option for English learners

with the most significant cognitive disabilities.




Why are these assessments effective?

Minnesota believes that in order to effectively measure what
students are learning, testing needs to be more than
answering multiple choice questions.

® To answer questions, students may need to type in
answers, drag and drop images and words, or manipulate a
graph or information.

e The Reading and Mathematics MCA are adaptive, which
means the answers a student provides determine the next
questions the student will answer.

e The Science MCA incorporates simulations, which require
students to perform experiments in order to answer
questions.

All of these provide students the opportunity to apply critical
thinking needed for success in college and careers and show
what they know and can do.

Are there limits on local testing?

As stated in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.301, for
students in grades 1-6, the cumulative total amount of time
spent taking locally adopted districtwide or schoolwide
assessments must not exceed 10 hours per school year. For
students in grades 7-12, the cumulative total amount of time
spent taking locally adopted districtwide or schoolwide
assessments must not exceed 11 hours per school year. These
limits do not include statewide testing.

In an effort to encourage transparency, the statute also
requires a district or charter school, before the first day of
each school year, to publish on its website a comprehensive
calendar of standardized tests to be administered in the
district or charter school during that school year. The calendar
must provide the rationale for administering each assessment
and indicate whether the assessment is a local option or
required by state or federal law.

What if | choose not to have my student participate?

Parents/guardians have a right to not have their student
participate in state-required standardized assessments.
Minnesota Statutes require the department to provide
information about statewide assessments to parents/
guardians and include a form to complete if they refuse to
have their student participate. This form follows on the next
page and includes an area to note the reason for the refusal
to participate. Your student’s district may require additional
information.

A school or district may have additional consequences beyond
those mentioned in this document for a student not
participating in the state-required standardized assessments.
There may also be consequences for not participating in
assessments selected and administered at the local level.
Please contact your school for more information regarding
local decisions.
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When do students take the assessments?

Each school sets their testing schedule within the
state testing window. Contact your student’s
school for information on specific testing days.

* The MCA and MTAS testing window begins in
March and ends in May.

e The ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs
testing window begins at the end of January
and ends in March.

When do | receive my student’s results?

Each summer, individual student reports are sent
to school districts and are provided to families no
later than fall conferences. The reports can be
used to see your child’s progress and help guide
future instruction.

How much time is spent on testing?

Statewide assessments are taken one time each
year; the majority of students test online. On
average, the amount of time spent taking
statewide assessments is less than 1 percent of
instructional time in a school year. The
assessments are not timed and students can
continue working as long as they need.

Why does it seem like my student is taking
more tests?

The statewide required tests are limited to those
outlined in this document. Many districts make
local decisions to administer additional tests that
the state does not require. Contact your district
for more information.

Where do | get more information?

Students and families can find out more on our
Statewide Testing page (education.mn.gov >
Students and Families > Programs and Initiatives
> Statewide Testing).

INNEAPOLIS
IC SCHOOLS

n Education. Global Citizens.



